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UP and COMING 
Valley Stamp Club - April 11 
Port Williams Community Centre. 
Presentation: Elizabeth Sodero  
“Mourning Covers” 

Moncton Stamp Fair  -  April 11 
10 - 3pm, 100 War Veterans Ave, 
Moncton, NB 

The Fundy Stamp Club will hold a Silent 
Auction which will run from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and a Live Auction at 1:30 p.m. 

NS Stamp Club - April 14 
Show and Tell.  Auction. 

South Shore Stamp Club - March 21 
New Life Christian Church, Elm St. 
Bridgewater, NS 

NSSC Stamp Fair  - July 26 9am-3 pm 
East Dartmouth Community Centre 
Live Auction at 1:30 pm 

NSSC Stamp Fair dates for 2026 
Sept 13 
Nov 15 

Check out the status of other events at 
www.rpsc.org/shows.php 
owww.csdaonline.com/shows 
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The first flight of the super-
sonic air liner Concorde, a 
joint British French project, 
occurred in 1969. Royal Mail 
issued three commemorative 
stamps (Fig. 1) and La Poste a 
single stamp (Fig. 2). 

The first commercial flights 
were flown on 21 January 
1976. The flights departed 
simultaneously at 11.40 a.m. 
from London’s Heathrow air-
port and Paris’ Charles de Gaulle airports. As supersonic flights in American air 
space were first approved on 4 February 1976, British Airways initial destination 
was Bahrain and Air France’s flight went to Rio de Janeiro. 

Subsequently flights from London to New York took 
about 3½ hours. Due to high maintenance costs and 
low bookings Air France and British Airways discontin-
ued Concorde service in 2003. 

Royal Mail marked the fiftieth anniversary of the first 
commercial flight with a set of eight first class stamps 
illustrating the history of the Concorde and a minature 
sheet with four first class stamps (Fig. 3). The minia-

ture sheet is of particular interest. The three stamps of the 1968 

Concorde set have been reissued with a new value and the Queen’s profile has 
been replaced by King Charles’. The stamps were not reissued in the more usual 
stamp on stamp format. The additional stamp, lower right on the sheet, was one of 
the designs submitted by David Gentleman in the original competition. 

France issued a stamp to mark 50th anniversary of the first flight in 2016. 

New Again - Concorde 2026 - Royal Mail by Michael Peach 

Fig 1: Concorde 1969 Royal Mail 

Fig. 2: Concorde 1969 La Poste  

Fig. 3: Concorde 50 th Anniversary of service 

Brainard Fitzgerald (1947-2026) 

We are saddened to learn of the pass-
ing of Club Member Brainard Fitzger-
ald on April 2 at Valley Regional Hospi-
tal, Kentville, NS. Many of you knew 
Brainard; he had a passion for all 
things postal related, for learning, and 
for education. He taught thousands of 
students over the years at Horton High 
School. There will be a gathering for 
Brainard at the Port Williams Commu-
nity Centre Thursday  April 9 (3pm). 

https://www.whitefamilyfuneralhome.
com/obituaries/191311 

https://www.whitefamilyfuneralhome.com/obituaries/191311
https://www.whitefamilyfuneralhome.com/obituaries/191311


 

Airmail rate 15 cents per ½ ounce Airmail in Cana-
da, surface across the Atlantic airmail to London 
and then with Imperial Airways likely through 
Baghdad and India with final destination Straits 
Settlements. Note that the directional marking  

via Vancouver / B. C. in the bottom right-hand cor-
ner of the front of the cover was struck out. The 
full story of the development of the Imperial air 
mail routes of this period can be found in Robin 
Higham’s Britain's Imperial Air Routes, 1918 to 
1939: The Story of Britain's Overseas Airlines. The 
original 1961 publication can be found on the In-
ternet Archive (https://archive.org/details/
britainsimperial0000robi/page/n200/mode/1up?
q=straits ). A later revised version was published in 
2016.  

In 1930, the Straits Settlements consisted of Pe-
nang, Malacca, Dinding, Labuan, Singapore, Christ-
mas Island and the Cocos (Keeling) Islands. The 
colony, which fell under British control in 1867, 
was dissolved in 1946 when the British reorganized 
their Southeast Asian colonies. Today, Penang, 
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Nova Scotia Stamp Club meets at 7:30 
p.m. on every second Tuesday of the 
month (except July and August) at the 
Nova Scotia Museum, 1747 Summer 
Street, Halifax, N.S. The club publishes a 
monthly newsletter (except summer) 
released in the first week of the month. 

E-Membership is C$10 per person or 
C$15.00 per couple.  

Print Membership is C$15 and C$22.50. 
Foreign mailings available at a premium. 

Send membership applications to… 
NS Stamp Club c/o Jeff Parks 

102 Birch Bear Run,  
Lewis Lake, NS B3Z 4B8 

 

 

A 1930 Letter to Straits Settlements  by Gary Steele 

Malacca, Manjung (Dinding), Labuan form part of Malaysia while Christmas Island and the 
Cocos (Keeling) Islands are Australian external territories and Singapore is its own republic. 

This cover, given the destination and the franking is already very desirable, however, upon 
arrival in Straits Settlement, it was marked INSUFFICIENT / ADDRESS with a large boxed 
handstamp UNDELIVERED FOR REASONS / STATED = RETURN TO SENDER probably on the 
date of 6 AU 1930 SINGAPORE as indicated by the backstamp. 

At this point, the letter was sent to the Singapore Dead Letter Office 27th AU 1930 which is 
shown by the large red double oval handstamp on the reverse. 

The Singapore DLO then forwarded the cover to the Ottawa Dead Letter Office / Inspection 
Division where it arrived on September 29 and was marked with a #3 clerk mark and the 
large steel circle handstamp. 

Since there is a full return address to Toronto on the back, it is presumed that the letter was 
returned to the sender. No additional markings can be seen as the envelope would have 
been returned in a Dead Letter Return envelope.  

[Editor’s note. The cancel shown top left is an AI derivative taken from the envelope scan.] 

https://archive.org/details/britainsimperial0000robi/page/n200/mode/1up?q=straits
https://archive.org/details/britainsimperial0000robi/page/n200/mode/1up?q=straits
https://archive.org/details/britainsimperial0000robi/page/n200/mode/1up?q=straits
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FQP State of philately Survey 

The Fédération Québécoise de Philatélie (FQP) has launched the 

General Statement of Philately in Canada, a national consulta-

tion and reflection initiative aimed at better understanding the 

current state of our hobby, its challenges, and opportunities for 

future development. 

The objective of the survey is to paint an accurate and up-to-

date portrait of philately, identify its challenges and prospects, 

and formulate concrete proposals for its development and pro-

motion. 

The FQP is funding and leading the project, in collaboration with 

the research cooperative L’Escabeau, with the goal of gathering 

input from as many stakeholders as possible: clubs, collectors, 

dealers, volunteers, exhibitors, and enthusiasts. 

You can assist this important project by passing this notice on to 

as many collectors, members and dealers as you can. 

The first step is to register to receive the survey questionnaire. 

Registered participants will receive the survey later. Please add 

your voice and encourage others to add theirs. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3RlX5O4A3vgfK4VDtBVxFPbZKzAtVE

SJSST9JS4-pnHvJkQ/viewform?usp=sharing&amp;ouid=108063284240405118082 

The Republic of China (ROC) was founded on Jan. 1, 1912, re-

placing the imperial Qing dynasty. The ROC government now 

governs Taiwan and nearby islands, while, since 1949, the Peo-

ple’s Republic of China controls mainland China. 

Dr. Sun Yat-sen (1866-1925), considered the Founder of the 

ROC, served as its 1st provisional President (1912-14) and later 

as Premier (1919-25) of the Kuomintang.  Sun is revered in both 

Taiwan ("Father of the Nation") and in 

the People's Republic of China 

("Forerunner of the Revolution") for his 

instrumental role in ending Qing rule and 

overseeing the conclusion of the Chi-

nese dynastic system.  

He is depicted on many Chinese stamps. 

The first definitive issues were recess 

printed in 1931 by De La Rue & Co. of 

London, in which the portrait of Sun is 

flanked by Corinthian columns.  The two 

rings inside the sun emblem 

(commonly, the "Double Circle 

Issue") was an error, but existing 

stocks were allowed to be used. 

The second issue (1931) corrected the 

inner ring in the sun symbol to a single 

solid circle. Subsequently, there were 

twelve definitive issues, the twelfth (1948) 

is easily recognized because it is the only one in which Sun's 

portrait appears on a plain background.  

The first commemorative issue was 

the 1912 issue commemorating the 

revolution. Issues continue to be 

released in China and Taiwan (left) 

and other countries (below) com-

memorating Sun’s birth, death an-

niversaries and accomplishments. 

 

12th Issue 

2nd Issue 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3RlX5O4A3vgfK4VDtBVxFPbZKzAtVESJSST9JS4-pnHvJkQ/viewform?usp=sharing&amp;ouid=108063284240405118082
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3RlX5O4A3vgfK4VDtBVxFPbZKzAtVESJSST9JS4-pnHvJkQ/viewform?usp=sharing&amp;ouid=108063284240405118082
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3RlX5O4A3vgfK4VDtBVxFPbZKzAtVESJSST9JS4-pnHvJkQ/viewform?usp=sharing&amp;ouid=108063284240405118082
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Virtual Presentations - April 2026 compiled by Ann Miller 

You can register for the event via the host's website. Most of the 
groups listed have past presentations available to view through their 
websites, or YouTube. Times listed are for the ATLANTIC time zone. 
Association headings contain a link to their website. 

Auxiliary Markings Club: 
April 14, 8 pm, Jonathan Humble “The postal markings of Hawaii 
1900-1950” Link available here: https://www.postal-markings.org/. 

British Empire Study Group: 
April 9, 7 pm, James C. Johnson Jr., “Mr. Farley and Mr. Roosevelt: 
when temptation overcomes”. 

Collectors Club of New York: 
April 15, 6:30 pm, Steve Berlin, “Mail robbery during military con-
flicts”.  
April 22, 6:30 pm, Bill DePaolo, “The Prexie coils: new discoveries, 
usages and rarities”.  

Learning About Stamps Online: 
April 21, 9 pm, Paul Sargent, “Partial pre-cuts of Britain’s imperfo-
rate line engraved stamps”. Link available here: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ftJ6MnFaR_6jYHdiuxaN
5q.   

North Toronto Stamp Club: 
April 16, 8 pm, Jeri Danyleyko, “Ghost towns of Ontario” Toronto 
Postcard Club. 

Philatelic Specialists Society of Canada: 
April 15, 8:30 pm, Ken Pugh, “ Dr. Robert Bell of the Geological Sur-
vey of Canada”. 

Postal History Society of Canada: 
April 21, 7pm, Brian Copeland, “Registered Mail form Manitoba and 
the NWT in the Victorian Period”. 

Royal Philatelic Society of Canada: 
April 13, 8 pm, Stamp Talk, Garfield Portch, “The steamboat mail of 
Lake Ontario”.  

April 20, 8 pm, Stamp Panel, Leigh Hogg, David Oberholtzer, Jean 
Wang, and Jona Mejico,"Canada's National Show - It's in our Veins."  

Royal Philatelic Society of London: 
April 7, 11 am, Malcolm Gascoyne, “De La Rue Ltd., Part II.” 

Society of Australasian Specialists / Oceania: 
April 16th, Gary Watson, “Empire mail scheme 1938-1940”.   Contact 
Steve Zirinsky szirinsky@cs.com. 

West Toronto Stamp Club: 

April 7, 8 pm, Learning Workshop, Chris Green, Garfield Portch, and 

Ken Snelson, “Interpreting postal history”. 

April 21, 8 pm, Discussion Group, member Show and Tell, “The old-

est item in my collection”. 

This cover from Bucharest to London illustrates part of a 
major Canadian immigration scheme in the late 1920s. On 
the surface we see a business corner cover bearing a 1930 
10 lei stamp of King Carol II of Romania which paid the 10 
lei UPU letter rate to London in 1931. The addressee was to 
be found care of Ryley & Co. which was a shipping agent in 
London. The company sending the letter was Canadian Pa-
cific Railway from its Bucharest offices - but why did the CPR 
have offices in Bucharest and as seen on the cover, other 
offices throughout Romania?  

In September 1925, the Canadian government made an 
agreement with the national railway companies to facilitate 
immigration from Europe to fulfill rising labour needs espe-
cially in the agricultural sector. The Canadian National Rail-
way and the Canadian Pacific Railway promoted Canada as a 
destination for Europeans – many from eastern Europe, 
who had been displaced following WWI. In addition, the 
railways provided sea and land transport and helped with 
immigration paperwork. To facilitate the immigration pro-
cess, the CPR opened several offices in Europe including one 
in Bucharest. 

Most of the people who immigrated to Canada through this 
scheme settled in the prairie provinces although many end-
ed up working for the railways instead of in agriculture vio-
lating the terms of the agreement. These violations in addi-
tion to a change in government and the beginning of the 
Depression led to the cancellation of the agreement by the 
Bennet government which defeated MacKenzie King’s liber-
als in 1930. Between 1925 and the end of the agreement, 
over 185,000 people emigrated to Canada from Eastern 
Europe. 

Reference: https://pier21.ca/research/immigration-
history/railway-agreement-1925#fn-3-ref 

A CPR Office in Bucharest by Jane Sodero 

https://www.postal-markings.org/
https://www.postal-markings.org/
https://www.postal-markings.org/
https://bestudygroup.org/events/categories/webinars/
https://www.collectorsclub.org/
https://learningaboutstamps.org/programs/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ftJ6MnFaR_6jYHdiuxaN5q.
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ftJ6MnFaR_6jYHdiuxaN5q.
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ftJ6MnFaR_6jYHdiuxaN5q.
https://www.northtorontostampclub.ca/events-calendar/2026-program
https://www.philatelicspecialistssociety.com/
https://www.postalhistorycanada.net/php/index.php
https://rpsc.org/
https://www.rpsl.org.uk/News-Events-Meetings/Online-Presentations
https://www.sasoceania.org/specialist-presentations
mailto:szirinsky@cs.com.
https://www.westtorontostampclub.org/discussion.htm
https://pier21.ca/research/immigration-history/railway-agreement-1925#fn-3-ref
https://pier21.ca/research/immigration-history/railway-agreement-1925#fn-3-ref

