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l1tg. zoz Newsletter
Meetings: Second Tuesday of the month at the Nova Scotia lvluseun,- 

Hali fax, N.S. at 8 p.m. No meetings July or August.

Next Meeting: TuesdaY, NovemberL4. CHARITY AUCTION.

Newsletter lvlaiting Address: 851 Tower Road, Halifax, N.S. BsH 2Y1
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Stmrner Street,

Drove through the Wentworth Val1ey, what magnificence!
The fall colours were at their peak, and with the
absence of heavy rains and high winds each and 9very

, tree was perfect. We had our annual trek to the
Atlantic Winter Fair and duly inspected the cows,

horses, goats and poultry, consumed our annr,ral quota of cotton candy and were once

again'arfr,zed by th'e Superdogs. Our own elderly Superdog -l:-anxious to get to the

w5ods with his master to rouse a few partridge. As for philatelic happenings, I

hear that Gary Steele was a silver/brbnze winner at the Royal in Hamilton, we send

hirn our congratulations.
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CHARITY AUCTION: Tuesday, Novernber t4. This is the Club's annual ft[rd raiser

6i6Arity lfso known ii the Christmas Cheer Auction. A11 proceeds are donated
;"-.ft;iay'in the Club's name. During the past few years the donation was divided
between two charities chosen by the Eiecutive. So please be generous with your

items and with your bidding, and make this yeart s auction a major success.
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PROGMMME: The programne originally scheduled for November will now be presented

il i-uary - Novapex '90.
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NOVAPEX'90: George LaFontaine has accepted the position of Chairman for the

el$-riannual ExhiSition to be held at the Lord Nelson Hotel, Saturday April.7,.

u"a-S.-a"y April g, lgg0. George is a very busy university student who is willing

to devote his extra tine to orginizing the Club-'s major eventr H" will need help!

inrnediately he needs a Senior Exhibiti Chairman and an Advertising/Progranrne

Chairman. If  you are interested in either of these jobs or,any other phase- of-

the Exhibition contact George, or the other George [MacKenzie) the sooner the better'
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PHIL-A-TELIC:

Only one question left from Lucillers queries of some time ago: Is there a
Volune 2 to the late L.B. MacPhersonrs Nova Scotian Postal History?

There are still a couple of questions from previous Newsletters that havenrt
been answered and I ask members to recheck their Newsletters and send Phil the
answer if you can: 1. Newsletter #198 regarding France Scott #44

2. Newsletter #t77 regarding the red phosphorus on Russian
stanps.

No new questions at this time so I'11 move into a bit of trivia. Some out-
standing events in the growth of the Canadian Post Office:

1755 -- Post Office established at Halifax six years after the fotrnding of the
city in 7749.

7760 -- A British military coturcil directed elementary comnunications for four
years after the fal1 of the French in Canada.

L763 -- Benjamin Franklin established post offices in Quebec, Montreal and Three
Rivers, and hired Hugh Finlay as Postmaster. Franklin also organized
monthly mail senrice from the Canadian offices to New York.

Remember folks, Phil 's address is 1333 South Park St. Apt. 515, Hali fax, N.S.
B3J 2K9

P.S. Phil 's going to LONDONr90, are you?

* r t * * * *? t

CLEANING !ll' yJrH STAlttrS: John Hall

I  noticed the f 'ol lowing art icle in the lvlap Study Group Newsletter of
March/Aprr l ,  1988 that  was authored by W.L.  Bradley,  the secretary of
the study group. I l iave not tr ied i t ,  but curiosity has me interested
in t ry ing i t  w i th  severa l  o1d "beat-up"  s tanps.  J .H.

t:l_r.qg!ng tlP! Ilave you ever thought about the problem of cleaning a
grrrbby old Map -stamp frorn the grime of about a hundred years? Well,
in processing thousands of stamps over many years, I have found that
r t i s possible to irnprove the appearance of any specimen that is dirty
iur( l  wrth curled up perforations, i f  you are careful.

I  irst, I  soak them in lukewarm water to r id the reverse of o1d glue, hinge marks
and cspecial l l '  old part-hinges left from someone's albtun motnting. Then I change
w;tter, just enorrgh to f loat the stamp and t i l t  the tray a bit,  enough to expose
th('  l)ottom, and add 3 or 4 drops of l iquid dishwashing soap. I place the stamp
f;tt t' side up, on the exposed tray bottom and gently work up a lather with a good
snta l l  ar t  pa int  brush wi th  pure br is t les.  The resul t ing la ther  is  worked in  a
gcntle circular motion in the centre of the stamp and then outward from the
centre to the. edges, for no more than 30 - 40 seconds. Be sure your l iquid soap
does not contain bleach or strong detergent. After washing about 15 to 20
stamps, I place them in another tray with gently running tap water for ten
minutes and thcn dry on paper towell ing. For better speciemens I dry them on
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blotting paper in a stamp press. It is surprising how this ilnproves their
appearance, enhancing the red and brightening up the ocean colours. A look
at the soapy water after 20 or 30 have gone through will show it to be gray with
the acctrnulated dirt of the years. If in doubt, try this with a few torn br
otherwise spoiled copies!

John tlall adds in a postscript: "I think the critical line here is, Be sure
your liquid soap does not contain bleach or strorg 4etergent. OtherwTseJou
rnay enFup ci-atina n-g nernl?offi varffi oT your-r starnp-IT anyone tries this
process, please let ne lnow the results."

tr zt rt rt rt rt *rt

AIR lvlAIL:

canada's first official air mail stamp, a five cent brown, was issued on
September 2L, 7928. The first flights using the new stanp were made the next
day, September 22, on the Toronto-Ottawa-Montreal-Rimouski service. Covers
carrying this date have officially applied box cachets. This is not a first
flight cover. First flights between toronto-Ottawa-N4rntreal were flown in
June and August of 1918.

r cavclooc roorovcd b'y tlc Cudi.o Pat Oficl
Dlp.tttirat-,'rc AIR-MAIL ONLY. lh. b? othe'FrpG 

Ftp.?dttcd,
fbc uc of tldr avclopc fd mil purDoE! lnvolvct

Ddrtc .t the ntc of 5c. for tlE fittt osa .nd tf- 
brrAddnbd oucrctrcbtbrold-
"  1 t i ,

Cover reduced to 65% actual size.
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LET'S COLLECT STAIVIPS: cont'd from London Sunday Tines, courtesy Rod Glover.

Postmarks as Propaganda: For nore than 70 years the British Post Office has
@son1e t te rsw i thp ropagandamessages .Pos tmarks1ogans
perform the dtral roles of advertising and preventing stamps being reused. The
first British postrnark slogans appeared towards the end of the first world war
and promoted the sale of war bonds. For the next 40 years they advertised postal
and telephone services, promoted major events and, particularly during the
second world war, were vehicles for governnent propaganda.

Since the fifties the Post Office has allowed sponsors to use postmark slogans
for publicising anniversaries and local amenities for tourists or industry.
The police even used a slogan in the hunt for the Yorkshire Ripper (see below).
Slogans cannot be political, or used to advertise an individual firm, except
in the case of a company using its own franking machine where the message
appears only on the organization's mail. 0f the 3500 designs produced, a few
have led to controversy. The most recent, in the spring of 1988, proclaimed
"Jesus is alive!" lvhny people protested that the Post Office had no right to
display a statement which may not be every individual 's belief.

This art icle was written by Cyri l  Parsons, co-author ol- 'Collecting Slogan
Postrnarks' .
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BARBAIX)S l!!.1 \a r!$!!'\
' f he  fo l l ow ing  a r l  r e  l (  l ; rS  scn t  b1 ,  6 t i  f  f  A l ' r ; r r r r .  I t  was  taken  f rom a  1933  book
wr i t ten by l lerber  t  Brr r  l t " ' ' ,  " ' l 'he Post  Of f  i , , '  rn  Barhados."  Herber t  was one of
the best  known ( ' \ l ) ( ' r t .  on Barbar los,  nnd hr-  - r rn ,  Edmund,  has just  publ ished
"The St : rnrps of  l l t t 'hac l r r* " ,  s tar ted by h is  l , r t l r t ' r  and completed by Edmund as a
t r ibute to  h is  t ' r t thet ,  who d ied December l1)6: .  Cl i f f  says i t  is  a  t remendous
work ,  pe rhaps  thc .  mo : t  . l e . f i n i t r ve  work  on : rnv  eoun t r y ' s  s tamps .

x Postage starnps h('r ( '  nr) t  l 'cce i ved i n Ba r lradrls unti l  February 1852 , although
the f irst consignnent wirs sent out on Decenrber' 30, 1851 by the printers Perkins,
Bacon  G Co . ,  t hey  hL ' re ,  r rn fo r t r rna te l l  ,  l os t  a t  sea .

They were sh ipped on thc ' l t .X{ .S.  , \nazon.  Sl re was on her  f i rs t  outward voyage to
the  Wes t  I nd ies .  Shc  w ; r \  onc  o l -a  f ' l c c - t  o1 -new vesse ls  p laced  i n  the  Wes t  I nd ies
se rv i ce  when  con t rac ts  l r : l '  C i r r r r  i ng  t l r e  ma i l s  had  been  comp le ted .
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The Amazon, which was launched at Blackwall on Saturday, June 28, 1851, was
the largest timber-built steamship ever constructed up to that time in England,
and on her arrival from the Thames at Southampton Trial Dock she was declared
the finest ship that had ever appeared in those waters. She carried fourteen
22 pornders, and two l-0-inch pivot gtrns of eighty-five cwt. each, which was
considered to be the correct armament for a vessel of her size and furportance
in days when pirates still roved the seas. The ship left Southampton on
Friday, Jantrary 2, under the conrnand of Captaiir Synunons, w-ith mails for the
West Indies in charge of Lt. Brady, R.N., Admiralty Agent, and fifty passengers
besides a crew of one hundred and eleven. Her general cargo was valued at
L20,500, and she carried 8,500 bott les of quicksi lver of the value L5,150 for
mining operations in ltdexico. The total value of ship and cargo exceeded
L200,000. The Amazon soon developed trouble with hot bearings, md had to be
frequently stopped for her machinery to cool down. Early on Sunday afternoon,
smoke was seen to be issuing from the lower deck near the steam-chest, and soon
the vessel burst into flames. The engines could not be stopped and she raced
rnadly along while the boats were being launched, which caused great loss of
life; and finally, the anumrnition blew up. At that time she was off Ushant
in the Bay of Biscay. Of the 161- souls on board, 115 were lost.*

tt rt

Cliff mentions in his letter that for those who enjoy a good novel based on
fact, there is the Ramage series by D;dley Pope, a1{ in particular Ramage's
Prize. This story is based on true events. Post Office packet brigs were
ffindered to French privateers in the manner described because oi 'ventures'
carried by treacherous officers and crews, and a P.O. packet was ransomed at
Lisbon in the same circLmstances and difficulties as the "Lady Arabel1a" in
the story. In Nelson's day mail from wartime England for the West Indies
left Falnouth fortnightly and took only forty-five days to reach the most
distant destination, Jamaica. Cliff adds that nearly two centuries later
surface mail takes sixty to ninety days to reach various islands in the West
Indies.

* * *  ? t  X *  * X

Alice l t4core sent alorrr i  this i tem fron Funk & Wagnell 's Guide to the
World of Stamp Col lclt ing, writ ten by Viola l lma (Introff ion by His
Serene I l rghness Pr ince Rain ier  I I I )  1978,  publ ished in  Canada by
Fi tzhenr , '  f i  Mr i tes idc Ltd. ,  Toronto.

,JOFIN WAI t l l l {  StlO'l" l :  , lrrhn Walter Scott became interested in stamps when
he-was-i iTleen years o1cl. Ile was working for a rnercantile hous-e and

becane enamoured,rf-stantps on envelopes fron foreign places and latched on to as
many as he could '1.- ' t .  At age eighteen, in 1863, he arrived in NewYork City from
London, England, irnd r ight away went to meet the f irst United States stanp
dealer in existt 'rr. 'o, named Wil l iam P. Brown, who had a sidewalk stamp business
in the open a i r  r t t  ( i r ty  t la l1 ,  New York Ci ty .  Young Scot t  so ld h is  1 i t t1e grouping
of stanrps thttt  r ' . :r-r '  in lr is trunk to Mr. Brown for $10. Old man Brown then gave
Scot t  $100 wc-r r t l , . r [ -  s tanrps to  se l1.  Wi th j .n  f ive years,  Scot t  establ ished h is
or."n busine:'s i t t  . i1 [. ibelty Street, New York. The fol lowing year, he published
his own cat: l loqrrc, which was to become famous the world over.

+ & + & + + + &



6 .

CORRESPOMENCE:

Letter received frorn the Lakeshore Stamp Club, P.O. Box 1, Pointe Claire, Dorval,
Qgelec HgR 4N5. This club will be hosting the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada's
63rd Anntral Convention, ROYALE * 1Q91 * ROYAL at the Dorval Conununity Centre, 1-355
Lakeshore Drive, Dorvai, Quebec, April 5, 6, 7, 1991. This also celebrates the
30th anniversary of the Lakeshore Club.

If you
a Large
as they

are interested in subrnitting a competitive entry, you must first achieve
Silver or better at a regional show. A prospectus will be rnailed as soon
are printed if you write to: Raymond W. Ireson

Exhibition Chairnan
R O Y A T E * 1 9 9 1 * R O Y A L
86 Cartier
Roxboro, Quebec H8Y 1G8

A no. 10 self-addressed, stamped envelope would be appreciated.

, t * * * * * *

EreCUTIVE NOTES:

The executive met lvlonday, October 23. The President welcomed Joan Harris as
Recording Secretary, and Phil Melanson as Third Director. Phil will act as
Chaiman of the Giant Auction which is held anmrally at the February meeting.
Dave Cole will assist. So if you have material to put in this prestigious
event, start putting it together and be ready! As stated earlier in this issue,
George LaFontaine rvill be the Chairrnan of the annual exhibition, Novapex '90.
Your help is solicited. Rementrer he needs a Senior Exhibits Chairman, and an
Advertisirrg/PrograLrune Chairman. George's university schedule nakes the actual
week of the Exhibition very di{t-icult for hirn, so the more you can do, whether
in a major or minor capacity, the nore smoothly it will go. The treasurer
re_ported that I42 tnembers have paid their @S, there are currently 2I3 menbers.
If you are among those who have not yet paf,hurry along and avoid being struck
from the l ist.

tr2t?tr(**t(t( f( f( t(

AD\TERTISEMENT: HOUSE Ot ST,\I{PS,

PENPAL: Mr. Andrzci Bolkowski
09-400 Pr,Ock
ul. Kredytowa 4 rn B
POLAND

Sell and exchange tnint stamps with everybody. Answer all letter. (He is 30 years
old and a teacher).

* *  * * * * * * * r t *

Clarge lta=r!: A mtrlk in the ntanuscript or irnpressed by a specially engraved die
showing the postal (or cxcise) charge to be collected upon delivery. Sone such
marks used since pt'epayment of postage becarne compulsory include an explanation
for the surcharge being raised.
: t t r  r t *  * t (  ?t?t : t*  * : t  ?t r !  ?t t r  ?k: t  ?ki (  t r* ?t:k *?t rtt( rt?t ?t?k trtr trt( *?t ?t* *?t ?t* *t( ?trt ,t?t ,tti :t?t

Box 398, Station lr l ,  Hali fax, N.S. B3.l 2P8

STAMPS BOUGI'II AND SOI,D.
CONSIDEMTION FOR STAMP
** ** ?tf( ?tt( ** t(t( tct( ?tX

PAYING ]'OP MLI"AR. SELLING AT AFFORDABLE PRICES. SPRCIAT
CLUB MITMBERS. I'�HONL 423-1780.
*rt *:t :t?t ?t)t ?krk i(:t it* ?k:t ?t* ?t?t t(* ?ttr ?ttt ?t?t *tt ?t?t ?tt( frt( ?t?t tt2t


