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Meetlngs: Second Tuesday of the month, at the Nova Scotia Museum,
Summer Street ,  Hal i fax.  8 :00 PM. No meet ings Ju ly  and August .
Nox t  Mee t lng :  I  June  L987 .
Newg le t te r  ma l l l ng  add ress :  33  Beech  S t . ,  Da r tmou th ,  N .S .  BgA 1Y6

PROGRAM},IE NOTES

I'he 12 May meeting of the Nova Scotia Stamp Club featured an
ent .er ta in ing ta lk  on the s tamp business,  presented by Stu Blumenthal .
Members' questions kept Stu busy as he recounted anecdotes of high and
low moments in the stamp trade. The meeting started on a different
noter €ls Rob Matthews, author of the weekly stamp page PerforaEions,
presented the Hal i fax Hera ld Ltd.  Nova Scot ia  Her i tage Phi la te l ic
Award to  severa l  c lub members ( inc lud ing our  redoubtable jun ior ,  Jane
$odero)  whose exhib i ts  dur ing our  7987 Annual  Exhib i t ion mer i ted such
dis t inct ion.  The engraved Club awards f rom th is  year 's  show, and somts
of  the "miss ing"  awards f rom prev ious shows,  were a lso presented.
Archie Thomas received an honourary l i fe membership in the Club for
h i s  i nva luab le  se rv i ces  as  ou r  T reasu re r .  We l ]  done ,  A rch ie l  A
spi r i ted auct ion capped the evening.

The I  June meet ing is  our  annua]  Phi la te l ic  F lea Market ,  so br ing
your  t reasures to  se l l  and swap,  and br ing some cash to  buy.  I f  you
have  l o t s  o f  ma te r i a l ,  p lease  b r i ng  you r  own  tab1e .

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

tooking for  g lamour and exc i tement? Have a repressed urge to
wr i t e  and  pub l i sh?  Wan t  t o  he lp  the  C lub?  Then  ca l l  463 -0687
lmmedlate lv  to  become edi tor  o f  the NSSC Newslet ter .  I  must  re luc-
tan t l y  re l i nqu i sh  con t ro l  o f  t he  News le t te r ,  a t  l eas t  f o r  t he  nex t
yea r .  f  have  a  sma1 l  s tock  o f  a r t i c l es  ava i l ab le  fo r  t he  nex t  ed i to r ,
and  w i l l  spend  t ime  exp la in ing  the  p roduc t i on  p rocess  to  any  vo lun -
tcers.  The Newslet ter  means a lot  to  many Club members-  we need a
c a r i n g  e d i t o r l  |  !  T y p e w r i t e r  a  m u s t ,  w o r d  p r o c e s s o r  a  d e f i n i t e  p l u s .
( - l a l l  n o w ! ! l ! ! !
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THE DMRSIFIED HOBBY, by Doug Al len

When one thinks about i t ,  there are few hobbies or pastimes that
of fer  the degree of  d ivers i f icat ion that  ours does.

This is one thought I carried away with me from our recent
exhib i t ion.  What  d iverse in terests  were on d isp lay there!  They
cove red  a  b road  spec t rum indeed . . .  a  v i r t ua l l y  comp le te  co l l ec t i on  o f
the  s tamps  o f  G ib ra l t a r . . .  t he  Conne I I  s to ry  o f  New Brunsw ick . . .  eve r
expand ing  d i sp lay  o f  t h ings  Sco t t i sh  and  Law en fo rcemen t  o f f i ce rs . . .
our  own prov inces s tamps and posta l  h is tory . . .  an in t r igu ing fami ly
co r respondence  o f  t he  19 th  Cen tu ry . . .  t he  Red  Cross . . .  t he  p romis ing
and enter ta in ing of fer ings of  our  jun iors ,  e tc .  There seemed to be
someth ing for  everyone,  and I  apologize for  not  go ing down through the
l i s t .

My point is that the hobby can and does cater to a mult i tude of
interests. I  know there are many of our members who have collections
which we have never  seen,  co l lect ions every b i t  as in terest ing and
worthy of  cu l t ivat ion as those of  the re la t ive ly  smal l  handfu l  o f
co l lectors  who have chosen to exhib i t -  In  my own case,  I  an having a
wonder fu l  t ime chasing af ter  cancel la t ions of  I r ish c i t ies and towns
on stanps of Great Britain. I  am aware of one member whose greatest
pass ion at  th is  t ime is  La Republ ique Francaise.  Perhaps there may be
others who have closet col lections of stamps showing the many types of
the wor ld 's  currenc ies.  The top ica l  themes are endless,  perhaps that
is why collectors spend so much t ime at our bourses winnowing through
the dealers '  boxes of  loose stamps.  Some just  may f ind that  s tamps
from Uganda or  Bol iv ia  or  wherever  that  wi l l  augment  the i r  co lLect ion
o f  m ine ra l s ,  o r  ra i lways ,  o r  rocke ts . . .  O r  pe rhaps  they  i us t  en joy
handl ing large quant i t ies of  s tamps,  l ike those members who b id up the
bags that appear with increasing frequency at our monthly auctions.

. I us t  cons ide r  t he  fo l l ow ing :  co i l  s tamps ;  book le t s ;  reg i s te red
stamps;  parcel  s tamps;  pre-stamp covers;  a i rmai l  s tamps and covers;
used abroad mater ia l ;  imper forates;  postage dues;  l i fe  insurance
s tamps ;  cha r i t y  i ssues ;  o f f i c i a l s ;  revenues ;  c inde re l l as ;  pos ta l
h i s to ry ;  ra te  cove rs ;  roya l  even ts ;  ra i lway  pos t  o f f i ces ;  p r i n t i ng
p rocesses  on  s tamps ;  m in ia tu re  shee ts ;  p la te  and  cy l i nde r  b locks ;
gu t te r  pa i r s ;  t r a f f i c  l i gh t  b locks  and  gu t te r  pa i r s l  su rcha rged
stamps;  gum and paper  var ia t ions;  f luorescent  mark ings;  a l I  avai lab le
to us,  together  wi th  a host  o f  o ther  categor ies,  and a l l  eminent ly
c o l l e c t i b l e .

Who says there isn ' t  someth ing for  everyone in  th is  great  hobby
of  ours? And some of  us may even enjoy wr i t ing about  the past ime.
Edi tors  sure apprec iate i t  I

puEji NoTIcE

Your  $10 tg87 /88  dues  are  now due.  P lease pay  Arch ie  a t  the  June
m e e t i n g .  o r  s e n d  t o  C . A .  T h o m a s ,  1 2  F l e m i n g  D r . ,  H a l i f a x ,  N S ,  B 3 P  1 A 9 .
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POSTAL, MAP RESEARCH
I f  you ' l l  be  i n  Sa in t  John  th i s  summer ,  and  wan t  t o  do  a  l i t t l e

research on Nova Scot ia  Posta l  His tory ,  the Archives and L ibrary (open
Thursdays and Fr idays,  10 to  5)  o f  the New Brunswick Museum have some
old posta l  route maps you might  want  to  see:  M200-1875,  ra i lway and
pos ta l  map  o f  t he  Mar i t i r nes  by  T .G .  t ogg ie ;  M200-1875-1 ,  s im i l a r  t o
F122o-1875 ;  M200-1891q ,  pos ta r  map  o f  Ns  and  PEr  by  L .F .A .  Ma ingay ;
v l2o2 -1785 ,  pos thouse  map  o f  NS by  J .  P reachy ;  W200-1g1gq ,  upda te  o f
M200-1891e ;  and  G2O3-L9L4 ,  pos ta l  map  o f  NB.

PHI t -A -TEL IC

If you remember, PhiI was talking about soaking stamps, part icu-
Iar ly  those wi th  ani l ine or  fug i t ive inks,  when he was so rudely
in terrupted by last  month 's  lengthy issue.  Phi I 's  comments come f rom
a wr i t e -up  by  James  A .  MacKay . . .

Old t ime school"boy co l lect ions (and many that  are not  so ant ique)
abounded in sad examples of such stamps whose green pigtnent had faded
or  turned b lu ish,  or  whose or ig ina l  r ich purp le shade had become a
di f fused wine co lour .  One was advised,  therefore,  to  lay such stamps
aside for  specia l  t reatment .  Pur is ts  would ins is t  that  chalk-sur faced
Paper and fugit ive inks required stamps to be parted from their
backing paper by laying them face upwards on layers of blott ing paper
which had previously been soaked in cold water. That way the dampness
gradually soaked up from the blott ing paper into the backing paper and
dissolved the gum. Eventually the stamps would come clean, without
get t ing the i r  faces wet .  I t  used to  seem over-caut ious,  but  I  have
learned the hard way that with such stamps you cannot be too careful.

Apart from such temperamental specimens, however, lukewarm water
was regarded as the norm. I can remember one elderly col lector
te l l ing me that  h is  Penny Blacks,  which he had soaked of f  the i r
or ig ina l  covers,  had been t reated in  hot  water :  I  even recol lect  one
venerable character-  A Fel low of  the Royal  no less-  te l l ing me that
Vic tor ian l ine-engraveds were none the worse of  a  good bath in  boi l ing
water ,  wi th  some hydrogen perox ide added to br ighten the i r  co lours.  I
never had the nerve to try such drastic measures and would strongly
advise against  you at tempt ing them. I  once t r ied to  c lean a George V
penny red which was in  exceedingly  gr imy condi t ion,  by g iv ing i t  a
good bath in  hot  water  to  which had been added a wel l -known brand of
household detergent-  the k ind that  banishes "wash-day redness"  and
keeps  hands  wh i te .  Sad  to  sdy ,  i t  a l so  ban ished  the  redness  o f  t he
s tamp and  I  ended  up  w i th  a  p iece  o f  pe r fo ra ted  b lank  paper . . .

To Be Cont inued

Don ' t ,  f o rge t ,  Ph i I  i s  a lways  open  to  new ques t i ons ,  and  s t i l l
seeks answers to  the Russian red phosphorous s tamp and "s tamps fa l }en
o t f . /  a t  G lace  Bay"  mark ing ,  bo th  fea tu red  i n  p rev ious  News le t te l s .
W r i t e  t o . . . P h i l - A - T e L i c ,  1 3 3 3  S o u t h  P a r k  S t . ,  A p t .  5 1 5 ,  H a r l i r ' a x ,  N . S . ,
B 3 J  2 R 9 .
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COVER O_F THE MONTH, by Dave Cooper

This  month 's  cover  $ras sa lvaged,  a long wi th  many other  i tems,
from a general store/post off lce/creameryr/ lumber yard/fur fox farm/-
etc .  that  or ig ina l ly  be longed to Mr.  Wi l l iam SulL ivan of  Red Bank,  New
Brunswick.  Red Bank is  up the Mir imich i  River  f rom Newcast le .

Jane's  cousin does some par t - t ime haul ing,  and moved enough o ld
papers and furn i ture to  f i l l  a  baby barn.  I  had f ree re ign to  p ick
through the accumulated material.  I  made sure that three cartons of
Sull ivan family records were donated to the Provincial Archives in New
Brunswick.  This  is  ind icat ive of  what  " t reasures"  a fami ly  can
accumulate and then just throw abray.

fi'^

Of par t icu lar  in terest  is  the l ight  v io le t  rectangle reading
"CANADIAN SOLDIBR 'S  LETTER/  BATTERY/  RESERVE BRIGADE,  C .F . " ,  ANd
the top manuscr ip t  "CANADIAN SOLDIER'S tETTER".  Another  i tem in  th is
h a u l  w a s  a  " S o l d i e r ' s  D i a r v " ,  t e l l i n g  a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  g a s
a t tack  a t  Yp res .  Too  bad  so  much  o f  ou r  ea r l y  h i s to ry  i s  des t royed . . .

MEMBERSHIP
Kevin D.  McDonald ( f i849)  has been accepted as a member of  the

Nova Scot ia  Stamp CIub.
J a m e s  A .  K l n g ,  6 3  K i n g s t o n  C r e s . ,  D a r t m o u t h ,  N . S . ,  B 3 A  2 L 9 .  h a s

app l i ed  fo r  membersh ip .  James  co l l ec t s  BNA,  B r i t i sh  Co lon ies ,  Sh ips .
Cap ta in  Cook ,  Co lumbus .

eover (shown ful l  size) below shows a "GODALMINE,/

cancel .  The machine cancel  is  sp l i t ,  and Col lect
indicates the slogan reads "BUY NATIONAL/ WAR BONDS/
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TRURO PHILATELIC SOCIETY ANNUAL SHOW
The Truro Ctub proudly announces that i ts L987 Annual Show and

Dea le rs '  Bou rse  w i I I  be  he ld  on  24  Oc tobe r ,  1987 ,  a t  t he  G lengar ry
Motor  Hote l .  The Truro c lub a lso p lans to  have a banquet  that
Saturday evening at the Glengarry, complete with a guest speaker.
They inv i te  exhib i tors  f rom other  c lubs to  par t ic ipate.  Mark the date
on your calendars, and plan to attend. Support Nova $cotia Stamp
Co l lec t i ng !  !  !

EXECUTIVE MEETING

The May meeting of the Executive of the Nova Scotia Stamp CIub
r.ras held on the 19th, ot the Patrick Power Library of Saint Mary
University. The Executive welcomed its new third director, Ken
MacDonaId.

In  response to a quest ion,  John HaI1 presented
his inquir ies regarding the adequacy of the
Society  (APS) insurance p lan,  John sa id that  a l l
no complaints about making claims under the plan.

f t  appears that  a  l inger ing Problem, the issue
frames,  wi l l  reach resolut ion la te in  the summer.  By
have production of at least 25 new frames under way-

The Executive discussed the relationship between the Club and the
Hal i fax Hera ld Ltd.  Nova Scot ia  Her i tage Phi la te l ic  Award.  The
criteria for awarding the trophy were brief ly sumrnarized, and it  was
suggested that a Club member serve on the selection pane}, dt least
for-awarding the trophy at our own Annual Exhibit ion. Such member's
input into other shows is problematic. While i t  is acknowledged that
th; award is solely the responsibi l i ty and prerogative of the Halifax
Herald, improved co-ordination and communication between the Club and
the Herald regarding the award are desireable'

The Executive discussed whether or not we should ask entrants in
the Annual Exhibit ion to submit photocopies of their exhibits. I f  we
d id ,  we 'd  have  eop ies  ava i l ab le  fo r  i nsu rance  pu rPoses  ( i f  so  needed) ,
and we'd a lso have a permanent  record of  award ing-winning d isp lays for
reference purposes-  Such records would be anonymous.  I t  was decided
tha t ,  f o r  l t " -p resen t ,  w€ 'd  ask  award  w inne rs  f rom the  1987  show to
photocopy the i r  exhib i ts  and send them to the Club.  OK winners,
you ' ve  been  asked !

John HaIL ta lked br ie f ly  about  the 1988 Annual  Exhib i t ion.  One
possi .b le  s i te  for  the show is  the Dar tmouth Hol iday Inn.  The next
Execut ive meet ing wi l l  be held there,  so the Execut ive may examine the

fac i l i t i es .  Th ;  Lo rd  Ne lson  i s  a l ready  booked  fo r  t he  1988  show,  bu t
the cont inu ing uncer ta in ty  regard ing that  venerable inst i tu t ion 's  fa te
makes f ind ing a l ternat ives imperat ive-

A not , ice of  mot ion was presented regard ing a rev iew of  iudg-
ing pol icy  at  our  Annual  Exhib i t ions.  The mot ion wi l l  be d iscussed at
the August  Execut ive meet ing.

Th ree  pos i t i ons  on  the  C Iub  need  to  be  f i l l ed  immed ia te l y :
Programme Chai rman,  Newslet ter  Edi tor ,  and Cof fee Maker .  Some names
* " re  sugges ted ,  and  the  F res iden t  w i I l  app roach  those '  peop le '

Vo lun tee rs ,  o f  cou rse  '  a re  we lcome to  app ly .

a brief report on
American Philatel ic
his sources report

of new exhibit ion
thenr w€ hope to
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A FINAL WCIRD, by Marty Zelenietz

Th is  i s  my  l as t  News le t te f ,  a t  l eas t  f o r  t he  t ime  be ing .  My  w i fe
wi l l  soon begin her  sabbat ica l  leave f rom the Nova Scot ia  Col lege of
Ar t  and Design,  and in  September s tar ts  s tudy ing for  her  doctora l
degree in  Planning at  the Univers i ty  o f  Water loo.  So,  no mat ter  how
we s l i ce  i t ,  we '1 I  be  i n  On ta r i o  fo r  9  mon ths ,  mak ing  i t  imposs ib le
for  me to do the Newslet ter .  AI I  th ings being equal ,  I  hope to resume
my editorship when we return. But we need an editor for the News-
Iet ter  no l i t ,  so I  hope a vo lunteer  is  wai t ing in  the wings.

Doing the last  11 issues of  the Newslet ter  has been an in terest -
ing,  and in t r igu ing,  task:  somet imes chal lenging,  somet imes f rust rat -
ing,  but  never  dul l .  I 've t r ied to  mainta in the prev ious h igh
standard of quali ty and make the Newsletter both readable and informa-
t i v e .

Many people have pitched in and donated t ime and ener$y in
helping get the main means of communication in the Nova Scotia Starnp
CLub out to the members on t ime. Without their help, the job would
have overwhelmed me. Ron Lewis unfai l ingly supplied me with stamped
envelopes,  thereby sav ing me t ime and a dry tongue.  El izabeth Sodero
contributed much t ime in helping stuff,  seal and address the
enve lopes ,  as  we l l  as  wr i t i ng  occas iona l  p ieces  fo r  us .  Bob  Va ison ,
Doug Al lan,  Doug Casey,  Ken MacDonald and Wal ter  Horne generously
donated feature ar t ic les wr i t ten specia l ly  for  the Newslet ter ,  thereby
helping me f i t l  otherwise blank pages with material that proved
interest ing to ,  and ! . ras wel l - received by,  the readership.  Wi thout
them, the Newsletter would have been dull  indeed. Dave Cooper
regular ly  contr ibuted h is  fasc inat ing Cover  of  the Month,  and received
the occasional  re l ie f  f rom guest  contr ibutors.  Phi t -a-TeI ic  d id  h is
best .  answer ing quest ions sent  in  by Club members,  and d id a great  iob
inventing questions when none were submitted. I think that covers the
range of  people to  whom I 'm deeply  indebted for  the i r  he lp and
suppor t ,  but  i f  I 've missed dI tV,  my apologies.  I  owe a l l  these PeoPle
a debt of grati tude, and a very large 

-f"&-{d\l \ ' l l l ' :"  \r"(.f  N--1 .

I ' 11  m iss  do ing  the  News le t te r  du r ing  the  nex t
my replacement  wi l l  set  h igher  s tandards for  me and
fo l l ow  in  the  fu tu re .

y e a r ,  b u t  f ' m  s u r e
other editors to

On behal f  o f  the ent i re  Execut ive,  I  want  to  wish a l l  the Nova
Scot ia  Stamp Club members a haPPy,  heal thy,  safe,  and above a l l ,  warm'
summer.

Adve r t i s i ng
Wri te  or  phone for  FREE Pr ice L is t  o f  mint  and used Canada and
Prov inces  s tamps .  La rge  d i scoun t  and  spec ia l  r : ons ide ra t i on  fo r  NSSC
members .  Qua l i t y  ma te r ia l  a t  reasonab le  p r i ces .  W i l l .  no t  know ing l y
be  underso ld .  Sa t i s fac t i on  gua ran teed .  Wan t  l i s t  we lcome.  HOUSE 0F
S T A I ' | P S ,  B o x  3 9 8 ,  S t a t i o n  M ,  H a I i f a x ,  N ' S ' ,  B 3 J  2 P 8 ,  4 2 3 - 1 7 8 0 .


