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Meetlngs: Second Tuesday of the month, dt the Nova Scotia Museum,
Summer  St ree t ,  Ha l i fax .  8 :00  PM.  No meet ings  Ju ly  and August .
Next Meet ing:  10 March 1987.
NewsLetter mal l lng address:  33 Beech St. ,  Dartmouth,  N.S. B3A lYo

PROGRAMME NOTES

Stamp col lect ing is  a  s t rong dr iver  so s t rong,  in  fact ,  that  not
even Mother  Nature 's  f rozen fury  could keep col lectors  away f rom our
February G I ANI-|- auctlon on the 10th. 60 members braved the cold
and b lowing snow in  the i r  search for  e lus ive s tamps and ter r i f ic
bargains. Larry HLt-z and Bob Vaison report that an even 2OO lots were
pu t  on  the  b loek :  o f  t hose ,  8 t96  so ld .  The  auc t i on  g rossed  $L ,232 .25 ,
and the CIub received LO% of that total. Thanks go to our auctioneers
Peter Ineson and Stan Dunfie1d, and our runner Davey Cooper for their
s tamina at  th is  marathon af fa i r  (people d idn ' t  leave unt i l  11 PM),  and
to Larry  and Bob for  organiz ing th is  most  successfu l  event .  For  those
of  you who missed i t ,  wai t  unt i l  next  year !

Our  programme for  March wi l l  feature an exper t  on home secur i ty
d iscuss ing ways we can protect  ourselves against  thef t .  Wi th a
repor ted 20 break- ins a day in  the Hal i fax-Dar tmouth area,  thef t  is
becoming a more not iceable problem: the March programme wi l I  a ler t  us
to ways to  avoid becoming v ic t ims.  A s imi lar  programme a few years
back was wel l - received,  so come and get  up- to-date in format ion on
thef t  prevent ion and home secur i ty  protect ion.

The March programme wi I I  a lso feature a new pr ice for  the cof fee
normal ly  avai lab le dur ing t ,he break.  Our  bas ic  charge of  25 cents
remained unchanged for  more years than anyone could remember.  In  that
t ime ,  cos ts  fo r  t he  co f fee  and  T im-b i t s  have  r i sen  marked ly ,  t o  t he
point  where we now lose money every t ime we serve.  To of fset  the
loss ,  t he  Execu t i ve  ag reed  to  ra i se  the  p r i ce  o f  co f fee  and  T im-b i t s
to  50  cen ts .  Th i s  i s  s t i l l  a  ba rga in -  where  e l se  i n  t own  can  you  ge t
a  cup  o f  co f fee ,  and  a  swee t  t rea t ,  f o r  on l y  ha l f  a  buck?
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EXHIBITION WATCH, by George MacKenzie

I  don ' t  need  to  rem ind  you  tha t  t h i s  yea r ' s  S tamp Exh ib i t i on  w l l l
be at  the Lord Nelson Hote l  on Saturday and Sunday,  11 and 12 Apr i l '
but  I ' I l  update the d i f ferent  conmit tee ef for ts  work ing to  make th is
yea r ' s  show as  good  as  pas t  yea rs '

@.  P lease  ge t  you r  en t r y  f o rms  (see  l as t  News-
le t ter )  in to Doug Casey as soon as poss ib le .  The deadl ine f -or
entering is 27 Ylarcln. Remember, your exhibit need not be f inished
yet, but the earl ier we get the forms the quicker vr€ can set up the
f rame sequence.  Many members have a l ready entered exhib i ts-  Ie ts  a l l
come forward and ensure we have at  least  a  100 f rame Exhib i t ion.

Junior  Exhib i ts .  Mar i lyn Murphy says the iun iors  wi l l  enter
about a dozen frames. Remember, the Juniors have an auction Saturday
rnorn ing,  and Senior  members are requested to  donate lo ts .  Br ing your
donations to the next meeting and give them to Mari lyn.

Prosram/Adver t is inE.  John HaI l  repor ts  good progress on the
progr im,  wi th  about  $300 in  ads a l ready.  He's  a lways on the lookout
ior  more,  so i f  you know of  a  t ike ly  adver t iser ,  le t  John know.

Publ ic i tv .  Hugh Rathbun has publ ic i ty  wel l  in  hand,  but  may need
help la ter .  Canada Post  is  do ing a f ree e lect ronic  mai l ing to  south
end Hal i fax just  pr ior  to  the Exhib i t ion,  so we should have good
coverage there.  We'11 a lso adver t ise in  the Metro Telecaster ,  and of
course Rob Matthews wiII give us his usual excellent coverage in
Per fo ra t i ons .  '

C lub Table.  Shor t ly  a f ter  you get  th is  Newslet ter ,  Dave Cole and
nfs nefpers r i f f  contact members to ask them to volunteer 2 hours of
their t ime to rnan the Club Table. No money to worry about- al l  you

need is  a smi l ing face and a few good words for  each Person walk ing in
the door .  You' l l  meet  many people and prov ide a serv ice to  the Club.

Bourse.  As th is  is  the major  revenue earner  for  the Exhib i t ion,
i t  is  impor tant  that  we get  as many dealers as poss ib le .  So far ,  w€
have 7 dealers who wi l l  a t tend,  p lus Canada Post .  I f  you know of  a
dealer that might want to attend, get in touch with Marty Zelenietz at '
463 -0687  and  he ' I 1  hand le  i t  f r om the re .

Banquet .  The b ig news here is  that  our  guest  speaker  wi l l  be
none ot t rer  than that  genia l  I r ish wi t ,  Doug Al len.  A raconteur  of
note,  Doug wi l l  accent  the good food wi th  h igh ca l ibre enter ta inment-
O f  "oo "= . ,  t he  awards  w i I I  a l so  be  p resen ted .  The  t i cke t  p r i ce  w i l l

be announced as soon as poss ib le ,  and appears to  be in  l ine wi th  last
y e a r ' s  c o s t .

JudEine.  I f  you want  to  be a novice judge,  contact  Ken MacDonald
as  soon  as  poss ib le -  we  have  s lo t s  f o r  2  o r  3  nov i ces  th i s  yea r .

Lavou t ' nes i sn .  A11  i n  hand  under  the  capab le  cha i rmansh ip  o f  Ma t
Sommeis.  The f rame t ranspor tat ion to  and f rom the hote l  is  a l ready
cove red ,  bu t  we ' f l  s t i l l  need  you r  he lp  a t  t he  ho te l  t o  se t  uP  a t  6  PM

Fr iday,  and to  take down at  5  PM Sunday.

Anyone  w ish ing  to  vo lun tee r  f o r  any  o f  t he  Exh ib i t i on  tasks  o r

commi t tees  shou ld  g " t  i n  t ouch  w i . t h  George  MacKenz ie  a t  422 -5574 .  We

need  you r  he lp -  and  the  more ,  t he  mer r i e r '
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OXFAM- STAMPING OUT POVERTY

It  a l l  s tar ted back in  L972,  when Oxfam volunteers in  Great
Br i ta in  began gather ing.  s tamps to help f inance Thi rd Wor ld development
pro jects .  The programme grer{  and grew,  and in  1984 a lone,  Oxfam
Br i ta ln  ra i sed  ove r  C$130 ,000  th rough  s tamp sa les .  As  a l l  t he  s tamps
are donated,  and a l l  labour  vo lunteered,  the overhead costs  are
extremely low, and the amount of money that reaches the projects in
the  f i e ld  i s  ex t reme ly  h ieh .

This  idea was too good to remain in  Ye Olde Country ,  so in  1980
Oxfam-Canada began its own stamp programme. School  ch i ldren in
A lbe r ta ,  a  t rade  un ion  i n  Ye lLowkn i fe ,  and  the  P remie r ' s  O f f i ce  i n  New
Brunswick have al l  saved stamps from incoming mail for Oxfam. Some
people carefu l ly  cut  the s tamps f rom envelopes,  o thers le t  covers p i le
up in  boxes.  Eventual ly ,  they turn the mater ia l  over  to  Oxfam.
Regional  o f f ices sh ip the mater ia l  to  Ot tawa,  where vo lunteers sor t  i t
in to  lo ts ,  ranging in  s ize f rom s ing le covers to  150 gram on-paper
packets,  o f f -paper  mixtures,  and genuine k i loware bundles.  Some of
the mater ia l  is  so ld at  shows in  the Toronto-Ot tawa region,  whi le  most
is  d is t r ibuted through the mai ls .  From a s low beginning in  Canada
( the  p rog ramme ra i sed  $465  in  1980) ,  Ox fam-Canada 's  e f fo r t s  t o  s tamp
o u t  p o v e r t y  h a v e  g r o w n :  1 9 8 1 - 2 ,  $ 1 , 2 5 0 ;  1 9 8 3 ,  $ 3 , 0 0 0 ;  1 9 8 4 ,  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .

Where does the money go? Because of the low overhead, nearly aII
is  de l ivered to  the targeted pro jects .  As a mat ter  o f  fact ,  g iven
various matching grant programmes available, far more than the init ial
amount can reach the peopLe who need it .  Watch how a stamp dollar can
grow.  Oxfam-Canada needed $20,000 to help suppor t  a  farmer 's  co-op on
the nor theast  coast  o f  the is land of  Domin ica (a l l  you Empire and
Commonweal th  co l lectors  know where Dominica is) .  BO% of  the money was
for  capi ta l  costs ,  and the remain ing 2O% went  for  operat ing costs .
The co-op was formed of  ex- tenant  farmers,  now work ing for  themselves
ra is ing vegetables and coconuts on land bought  f rom a g iant  mul t i -
nat ional  and redis t r ibuted by the government .  To meet  the $20,000
need ,  Ox fam-Canada  needed  jus t  $2 ,500  f rom i t s  s tamp p rog ramme.  The
western prov inc ia l  governments matched Oxfam's donat ion dol lar  for
d o l l a r ,  m a k i n g  a  t o t a l  o f  $ 5 , 0 0 0 .  T h e n  C I D A  ( C a n a d i a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Development  Agency)  gave a 3 for  1  matching grant ,  and the $5,000
became $20 ,000 .  And  i t  a l l  s ta r ted  w i th  co rne rs  cu t  f rom enve lopes .

Want to get involved? l lant to help stamp out poverty? You can
do  i t  i n  two  ways .  F i r s t r  you  can  dona te  you r  dup l i ca te  s tamps ,  on  o r
o f f  paper ,  t o  Ox fam.  The  peop le  i n  t he  Ha l i f ax  reg iona l  o f f i ce  w i I I
be  more  than  g lad  to  rece i ve  you r  dona t i ons .  I f  you r  dona t i on  has  a
re ta i l  va lue  o f  ove r  $100 ,  Ox fam-Canada  can  g i ve  you  a  tax  rece ip t .
But  don ' t  worry  about  that -  just  g ive them your  dupes,  and the
knowledge that  you are help ing a lot  o f  people should be reward enough.
The  second  way  you  can  he lp  i s  by  buy ing  f rom the  p rog ramme.  Wr i te
away  to  the  peop le  i n  O t tawa ,  and  they ' l l  send  you  a  p r i ce  l i s t .  Wha t
you  see  i s  wha t  you  pay -  a l l  ma te r i a l  sen t  pos tpa id  i n  Canada .  Here
a re  the  add resses  you  need :



There-  you 've got  the in for rnat ion,  now do someth ing usefuL wi th
it.  This is a t ime when you really can contribute through our hobby
o f  s tamp co l l ec t i ng .  Don ' t  pu t  i t  o f f -  do  i t  t oday .

PHIL_A-TEL IC
Phi I  repor ts  that  he hasn ' t  received any answers to  last  month 's

query on red phosphorus on Russian s tamps-  he is  s t i l l  wai t ing for
help.  The edi tor  would l ike to  correct  h insel f  on h is  par t ia l  answer
of  B i I l  Grandy 's  phosphor  quest ion.  The last  US red phosphor  a i rmai l
i ssue  was  on  2  January  1976  (no t  1979 ,  i s  repo r ted  he re ) .  S ta r t i ng
wi th the lJr ight  Brothers a i rmai l  issue of  1978,  a l l  US a i rmai ls  have
been tagged wi th  green phosphor-  some issues wi th  an overa l l  pa le
green wash, and some with a brighter block tagging.

Phi l  wr i tes:  "This  month 's  quest ion was del ivered in  hand by our
member from way way down on the South Shore, Clyde Stoddart. This
feLLow i s ,  i n  my  m ind ,  ?D  in te res ted ,  se r i ous ,  ded ica ted  ph i l a te l i s t
because he drove from the other side of Shelburne to the Auction Night
(remember 10 February weather-wise- how many members in Hali fax/-
Dartmouth stayed home because of the condit ions? ) .  He Phoned my wife
f rom Br idgewater  at  3  PM to make sure the meet ing was st i l l  on.  Now,
he wants to know what this cover is aII about. After attending the 10
February meet ing,  f  fee l  he deserves a l l  the help we can co l lect ive ly
muster .  The le t ter ing on the top is  "Stamps fa l len of f /a l  Glace Bay" .
Does anybody have the history behind this unusual handstamp marking?"

OLD AGE

To Donate
Oxfam-Canada
1649 Barr ington
H a l i f a x ,  N . S .
B3J 3G5

To Buy
Oxfam-Canada
25L Laur ier  Ave.  West
Ot tawa,  Ont .
K1P 5J6

; 4 ,,r .1: '^.
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DEPARTMENT F:  I
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HALIFAX, N. S.

The edi tor  regrets  hav ing to  reduce the le f t  s ide of  the cover ,  to  f i t
i t  i n .  Le ts  keep  the  ques t i ons ,  as  we l l  as  the  answers ,  coming  to
p h i l - A - T e l i c ,  1 3 3 3  S o u t h  P a r k  s t . ,  A p t .  5 1 5 ,  H a I i f a x ,  N S , B 3 J  2 R 9 .
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COVER OF THE MONTH

This month 's  cover  comes f rom the edi tor 's  co l lect ion of  Austra-
I ia  used in  Papua & New Guinea.  Fo1lowing Wor ld War I I ,  Aust ra l ia
refused to issue stamps for  i ts  ter r i tor ies of  Papua & New Guinea,  so
civi l ians there had to use Austral ian stamps unti l  1952. The cover
below shows a 5 L/zd Emu used to pay the combined f i rs t  c lass (2 L/zd)
and regis tered (3d)  ra te to  Bi lua in  the Solomon Is lands.  I t  or ig lna-
ted wi th  Rev.  Harry  Voyce,  a  miss ionary on Bougainv i l le  and a docu-
menter  of  the re-establ ishment  of  posta l  serv ices there fo l lowing the
!,rar. Notice the postmark- 26 t lay 1949, with the date changed by Pen
to read "28" .  28 bTay marked the opening of  the Buin post  o f f ice,  but
the dater  was mis-set ,  and a l l  covers cancel led then read 26 May.
They were changed by hand to show the correct day.

i
€)* 

-

tront
Cover reduced to 7 l I  o{  or iq inal  s ize

From Buin to  Bi lua is  about  150 k i lometres as the f r igate b i rd
f l ies,  but  backstamps show th is  cover  went  over  6,000 km to complete
i ts  journey.  From Buin,  i t  went  nor thwest  to  Rabaul  (500 kxn.) ,  then
s o u t h  t o  S y d n e y  ( 3 , 0 0 0 +  k m . ) ,  n o r t h - n o r t h e a s t  t o  H o n i a r a  ( 2 ' 5 0 0 +  k n '  )
i n  t he  B r i t i sh  So lomon  I s lands ,  and  then  f i na l l y  wes t  t o  B i1ua .  Wha t
a s ing le man in  a canoe could have done in  2 or  3  days took a h igh ly
e f f i c i en t  pos ta l  sys tem near l y  2  mon ths  to  accomp l i sh !  |

MEMBERSHIP

The wrong numbers were publ ished for  the fo l lowing new members,
who now appear  wi th  the i r  correct  numbers:
f 8 4 5 - C .  M u n d e n ;  f l 8 4 6 - R .  D e B a y ;  S 8 4 7 - T .  G o o d y e r ;  f r 8 4 8 -  J .  M e r r i a m .

Eacl
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EXECUTIVE MEETING
The February Executive meeting of the NSSC was held on the 16th,

in  the Saint  Mary 's  L ibrary.  As Ron Lewis was out  o f  town,  the ls t
v ice pres ident ,  George MacKenzie,  chai red the meet ing.

bob Vaison presented the nomlnation committee rePort on the slate
for  the upcoming e lect ions.  

'  
Agreeing to  serve again gtere Ron Lewis

(p res iden t ) ,  George  MacKenz ie  ( l s t  VP) ,  Mar i l yn  Murphy  (2nd  VP) ,
Aich ie Thomas ( t reasurer) ,  tar ry  Hi tz  (d i rector)  and Marty  Zelenietz
(Newsletter editor, with the understanding that he may have to leave
in Ju"" l  u ty  vo lunteers out  there?) .  Current  Execut ive members
El izabeth Sodero and John HaI l  have agreed to become,  respect ive ly ,
Record ing and Corresponding Secretar ies.  John Hurst  agreed to become
a new d i rector .  CoI I ins Baugi ld  is  our  Honorary Di rector ,  and Bob
Vaison our  Past  Pres ident .  The Execut ive thanked Bob for  h is  ef for ts
in  put t ing together  the s la te.

The Execut ive agreed to act  on our  dec is ion of  last  meet ing,  and
join the American Philatel ic Society forthwith. We have enough
individual APS members in the NSSC to ioin the APS immediately.

Bob Vaison and Larry Hitz reported on the February auction (see

PROGRAMME NOTES).  To compare,  th is  year 's  auct ion net ted the Club

$ teS .SO on  s . tes  o f  $L ,232 .25 ,  wh i l e  t he  1985  Ca ta log  auc t i oned  ne t ted

$112  on  sa les  o f  $1 ,521 .  Th i s  yea r ' s  aue t i on  took  much  less  work  to
put together, had 44 actual purchasers, and 23 vendors- real CIub
par t ic ipat ion,  ds opposed to cata log auct ions.  The Execut ive thanked
L"""y 

-and 
Bob for their hard work, and recommended that the same

auction format be retained for next year. The Executlve heard of
complaints from some members, regarding the behaviour of other members
at auction. It  seems that one member, having more than the 15

al lowable lo ts ,  reeru i ted a f r iend or  f r iends to  put  in  addi t ional
lo ts .  This  in  i tse l f  is  OK.  But  i t  is  repor ted that  th is  par tnership

then conspi red to  b id  up the pr ice of  those lo ts :  for  lo ts  that
Par tner  A put  in ,  Par tner  B would b id up,  and v ice versa.  This  is  an
uneth ica l  pract ice,  and the Execut ive wi l l  explore poss ib le  act ion.

Regard ing the Exhib i t ion,  Mar i lyn repor ted that  she has not  heard
back f rom the Royal  on judging pol icyr  so the Execut ive decided that ,
for  th i= y"" r  " id  pending a f ina l  ru l ing f rom the RPSC, iudges would
be a l lowed to exhib i t  in  the Show, prov ided they don ' t  judge the i r  own
mate r ia l .  The  i ssue  o f  new f rames  i s  s t i 1 l  un reso lved .  Jun io rs
exhib i t ing mater ia l  wi l l  be able to  purchase banquet  t ickets  for  $10.
For  fur ther  show in format ion,  see EXHIBITION WATCH.

Dues  w i l l  no t  be  ra i sed  th i s  yea r ,  bu t  t he  p r i ce  o f  co f fee  w i I I
go up.  Hugh Rathbun d is t r ibuted the updated membership l is t ,  and i t

ir" ug""ed to make "membership update" a permanent agenda item for

Execut ive Meet ings.

Adver t is ins
Wri te  or  phone for  FREE Pr ice L is t  o f  mint  and used Canada and
prov inces s tamps.  Large d iscount  and specia l  considerat ion for  NSSC

members .  Qua l i t y  ma te r ia l  a t  reasonab le  p r i ces .  I ' i i I l  no t  know ing l y

be  underso ld .  Sa t i s fac t i on  gua ran teed .  Wan t  l i s t  we lcome.  HOUSE 0F ' '

$ T A M P S ,  B o x  3 9 8 ,  S t a t i o n  M ,  H a l i f a x ,  N . s . ,  B 3 J  z P B ,  4 2 3 - 1 7 8 0 .

Co l l ec t  Souven l r  Ca rds?  Canada  Pos t  o f f i c i a l  souven i r  ca rds  f rom
CAPEX 78 ,  WIPA 81 ,  Essen  82 ,  and  PHILEXFRANCE 82  fo r  saLe .  Ca l1  Mar t v
a t  4 6 3 - 0 6 8 7  o r  w r i t e  c / o  N e w s l e t t e r .


