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No. 15 5 Newsletter
l leetings : I{ova Scotia l, luseum, Sunrner Street t

l ler t  I ' leet ing :  Tuesday, December LLthr 1984

l{tr lt laiJ-ing Address : 1333 South Park Street t
I , l .s .  B3J 2K9

Program f.or th-e l'trext $-eetinE -- Ron l,ewis :

the Nova scotia stu,lhSrl;"fiIit {:".*f:ril";;-h:Ir}i*["Tffi:1"3,."t
It Conitit ion of Starnps 'r lvhich shoulct be of interest to all menb€rs.
Phi latel ical ly,  Har ley has been a col lector s ince he lvas ten years
old wi th pr inb-col lect ing interests in the Br i t ish Cornmonleal th
with enphisis on the Brit isfr i lest Indies, Great Britain ancl AustraLia.
Since f9BO, i{arl-ey has opera.ted his own part-t ime clealerslrip under
the trade-nane 'r Nova Philatel-ic Sales It eoncentrating mainly on
Brit ish Comnonveal-th issues of all regions.

l larley wil l speak on the subject of 'r Conclit ion
of Stamps rr primarily to accluaint the novice ancl mediun eolleetor
with th6 imp6rbanee of neing an:tare of condition and how it inpacts
the val-ue oi stanrps both from the buyerfs anil sellerrs pgi+! of viet'r.
The various elemeits v'rhich contribute to the overaLl eondition of
the sta^urp or phi latel ic i tem vr i l l  be discussed' .- 

Tpis should be a verXr info:malive -everqing ancl
al-L members are urged--to attencl and find out the details 14 eradin8
stanps even though*it goes without say14g that vrh-en vre seLl a stamp
from'our col lect ion i t - is  a1r, 'ays very f ine,  superb condi t iont
p."f..tfy centered., original gun, never hinged and rvorth twice the
iidiculous catalogue price - Right .

Annual- Catalofnre Auction -- Gary CooLen :

I,, laterial for the Annual Catalogue Auction, to be

held at the trebnrary l.2tln I ' , leeting, shoulcl be sent to Gary-Coolent
C/O-yo"tate l,,tutual insurance Co,., Suite 7e4, 9909 Quinpool Road''
H'af i ia i r - IT.S. B3K iO7. Tf  yog-!"yg_gn{ quest ions,  Gary can be

reached at 423.-6101 (work) or ge 5-6251 (res). It rvouli l be apnreciated'
if alL ma.teriaf. v;as sent as soon as possibLe and the absolute cteail l ine
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for the receipt  of  nater ia l  is  January 2nd, 1985. Donft  forget,  the
elub gets 10i6 comnission on al l  sales.  Al l  i tems subrni t ted for  th is \ -
auct ion must have a resel :ve bid of  not  less than $2.00, The reserve,
as wel l  as the catalogrre number (  nreferably Scottrs )  shoulc l  be
s ta tec l .  I t  i s  recommended tha t  the  reserve  pr ice  be  rea l i s t i c  in
order to have competat ive bidding. l later ia l  shoulc l  be top qual i ty,
f ree f rom d.efects and of  a phi latel ic nature onIy.  Descr ipt ions
shoul i l  be as accurate as possible to eneourage bidCing r l i th eonf id.enee.
As this is the only big auctj-on of the year, members are eneouragecl
to provic l .e mater ia l  so that  betu 'een 250-300 lots vr f l1 be avai lable.

Executive I ',[eeti!Lg -- ] iotes :

The l ' lovernber meet ing of  the i [ova Seot ia Stamp
Club Executive v/as held on lriond.ay, I{ovember 19thr vrith the
foLlovring iterns of business being brought fortrard i

Opt ion of  obtai4ing alu$igum f lPr.nes.;  As Peter Ineson
Ebum- not=ttEnd the roeetingr this topic vras set
aside for the nert  Execut ive meet ing.
Cost of R?SC Court of FIonoI-4eqAIs ; As lr{ari lyn

,  th is toPib vras
set aside unt l l  the nert  Execut ive meet ing.
If eedback re I ' Flea Market 'r orograrnrne ; After a

t  the  f f  F lea
Iilarket rr r'y'as a success both last June and the one
in 0etober but that tvrice a year \"tas a1l- that
should be proeranned. The next one vri l1 probably be
he!.d at tha l ist meeting in June 85 t .
[ iembershin de]et ions ;  The treasurer l is ted of f  the

rs who have not Paid their dues
since at  Least 0ctober 83 t  .  As a.  resul t  the
Execut ive struck then of f  the nembership l is t  in
accord.anee r" , ' i t ! r  the Const i tut ion.  A total  of  13
menbers \,rere deleted and it was noted that this n'as
the fevrest nurnber in rcany years l ' ;hich bodes v'rell
fo r  the  e Iub .
Char i t r r  Auet ion  Reee in ts  ;  The to ta l  p roceeds fo r

ion Vras t223-00 r';hich l 'r iII
be diitr itutea evenl-y betvreen Bonny Lee Fano artcl
the Salvation Arn;r. 0nee again, a, t ip of the hat
to i;hose members i" 'ho donated. and./or bought material.
19-85 Stamp Exhibi t ion ;  As stated in the last

i l l  be the Exhibi t ion
Chairrnan f6r the 1985 Exhibition and he \ras in
at tendance at  the Execut ive neet ing and gave a
shor t  repor t .  I Ie  i s  busy  f i l l i ng  the  enpty . .
chairpeople posi t ions and r ' r i l I  hold a eommit tee
m"ut i t tg l t  a l -ater date.  Some d. iscussions \" . 'ere held
vrith n6U ty tfre Executive a;1d the only real- news
at the present t ime is that  in order to t ry alq
bol-ster at tendance, the Exhibi t ion v ' : i t l  be held
on Saturday ancl Sr.nrclay next year instead of Fri6sy
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and Saturclay.  Donrt  forget then, the dates for  thg 1985 Stamp Exhibi t ion
are Saturclay, April 13th anil Sunday, April f4th. The times and a1].
other inforrrat ion vr iL l  be in the Deeember (  end month )  Neurslet ter .
The nrles and reg;ulations wil l be in the January I 'TelsLetter and they
wontt be any differerrt than last year so J-ets get started. and ensure
r', 'e can equal our f 20 frame display of last year. As in past years,
there w111 be no auct ion at  the Dxhibi t ion.

Our lmgrdian Heritafle -- ' i /glter H.l. Hor':ee_:

Ed.rs Note :  I  vrelcome baelc copy fron our old (not
age) member/friend. and glad to once again receive
roater ia l ,  which is needed by th is edi tor .  " ' /e
shoulc l  note that  \?al ter  is  present ly the
Pres ident  o f  the  Etob icoke Ph i la te l i c  Soe ie ty t
Chapter 78 of  the Royal .

I t  has been sometime since f  last  v;rote about our
Canad. ian Her i ta.ge, but I  cane across something about E.J.Pr4. t t r  one
of our Canadian poets. lTevrf oundlanil can cLaim him more than lve can as
he r, 'ras born long bef ore Nelvf oundland beca.me one of our ?rovinees. I
ca:ne across a book rvritten by David G. ?itt about Pratt and I a.ul
taking out the important things pertaining to Pratt.

Edrryin John (ited) Prattrs parents eertaj.nly never
intenclecl. hjrn to medd.I,e with Literature. Borrr in 1BB2 into the family
of a fire and brimstone I',{ethodist preacher vrho roarnecl the out-ports
of Newfoundl,and, youllg Ech,rin John had to leave school. ancl home al the
age of  15, indentured-as at1 apprent iee in a dry-goods store in St John?s.
T[ere he spent three miserable-years,  loc] ted in hapless c lnrdgery.  I
hated everry minute of it ", he rvoufcl recall. And vrhen he had fulf l l ' letl
h is  cont ra6 t ,  h€  announced- to  h is  employer  i  "  I tm s ick  o f - i t '  i t f s  a
cleacl-end tt, ancl Left St John?s/ Back home, realizing that further
eclucation ivas the only v;ay he coufct obtain a better future, _he-a5rain
yiel-ded to parental blachlnail and reluctantly agreed. tP study for the
l,lethodist rnini-stry .- 

of eourse Pratt eventually surrnountecl these a;nd
other obstacles to becorne the leading Ca:radia^n poet of  h is generat iont
reverecl  by many, the toa.st  of  Torontors l i terary publ ie.  I ts an
intrigUin! subj6ct, and it is treated in David. Pittrs exeell-ent
biogr lphy wi th the respect and at tent ion i t  deserves. Often an
etuSiv6 iersonalityr',vi.o dellghted in spreadir-rg apocryp!?}. stori,es
about hi i lsel f  ,  ?rat t  is  brought to abund.ent- l i fet  even Pi l t ts book
only covers his f  i rst  45 yeais.  Prat t ,  who died tn 19,64 r  hacl .  a quiet
thiirg about himself as hi; upbringing in lTevrfoundland from rvhich
ster-.rned. the l ifelong adniration he feft for the stoical and pril i t ive
outlort norlcl. Yet [e ryas an outsid.er, so frail in health that he
rras " unmanned. 'r by his parents who d.enied hin the ordinary ehildhood'
delights of physical rough and tumble.

(  to te cont inuecl  )

i,[ernbershi'o !

The fol l -oving harre been aeceotecl  for  rnencbership
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in the I 'trova Seotia Stamp Club i
BOf r?eginald Cote

8 o z  J .  R o d  G l o v e r

803 Anna -1. i i lorris

The fol lorv ing appl icat ions for  memberships
have been received i

l inda St ick

Cover of the l!>nth -- Dave Coo'oer :

- -;;*;ffim
Ngi.,l,?"" :3;RMri : i: ire ir- -
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being usetl as

Th is  cover  i s  addressed to  l , i r s  F .B .  B lack ,
Sackvil le, l.Tevr Brunswiek. The Black business tras the
AtLa.ntic Distributors : Food. brokers. The sta^mps aTe
Ld scar let  of  1937-47 end. v iere cancel le i l  at  l iverpool
cireul-ar/slogan machine cancel. The slogan read's in
tsBITISI{ II{DUSTRIES FAIR

Ie 38 t 
H ro otf"

L0IfD0N ic BIRITIIIIGI{AI,{
This s]-ogan first appeared. tn ].922 and vras still

l a te  as  1948.

563. 9g-esti-ong & Ansyers -- Phil-A-Telic :

L,EU|ERS TO PI{II, " I.fHERE AnE TI{EY n

since this is the second rnonth that Phtl has been
Letterless, ,I rnrouLcl like to foLl-ow up last rnonthrs question : l{hat
do yon think about the nev,' nrrmbering systen -tfmanf g is intrtiluelry
in itJ recent caiaLogue. At the Novenber Club rneeting we had a,rr
interesting dllscussion on the topic. It rvould be falr.to say that
Uii{fr-pro-aia con were wel-f. reprelented. I $'ouLd like to quote from

t r  Braeburt  t t ,

forerrlrner 6f
a nair of the
by- a cornbined.
three parts
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The Guideboolc Cataloglre of Canadi.an Stamps by Glenn Hansen, seconcl-

" T h e i i u n @
- 

rte been used.r o.s in the
past,  in th is volume. This has been t ' t i th the k ind perrnission of  the
forrner o! 'n1ers of  Scott  Fubl icat ions and vr i th the recogni t ion that these
numbers have becorne the acceptecl standard for the numbering of stamps
in Canai la.  At  the monent there is a need for some revis ion of  these
numbers for the stamp issues around l-967 and later but the Seott
system has been usedr &s is,  pend. ing'change. Some eheek l is t  nur iobers
are my own and for obvious reasons vrhieh vri l l  be cliscussecl v"ithin
the  tex t  o f  my book .

That vras l-973 So this is not a nevl probLem or
eoncern.  Can anyone recal l  i f  the issue was raised before 1973 ?
Let Phil lnror',r - iTrite Phil-A-Telic , 5890 Pine Hil l Cres. , Halifaxt
I { .S  .  B3 t t  185 .

ADV]IRTISING

H0US.I  OF STAIJPS, P0 Box 398'  Stat ion l r l '  Hal i fax '
l{.S. B3J 2?8, Phone 423-I7BO, ', ' /e d"eaL in quality material at
affordabl-e prices -- both mint and used. Althou-gh speeializing in
Carrada, \',,'e have consj-derable U.S. and British Connont','ealth plus some
foreign mater ia l .  r ' lant  l is ts are vrelcome. Personal ized serrr iee is
given. Deaf. I 'r i th confidence.

'JAI'TTED --- 'r"rou].d Iilce to buy or trade for
International Reply Coupons -- CalI Gary Coolen at 425-6121 or
865-625r.

Dates are Alv;ays Imnortant -: Herrnan l{erst Jr. :

from Canadian Stamp ltlervs ,3: The Buffalo-\'linnipeg
?hi latel ic Soeiety I ' lev;s let ter .

?arents and their teen-aEe children may areue
about l ' ;hen dates are permissabLe, but philatelists agree on one
thing ; they are al.v:ays important. The Brit ish child learns vvhat
happ6n6d in-L065r just as the American child learns t 'r let happenecl
;;n'1492. In l; lassachusetts, they revere April 19thr vrhile 0regon
chiLdren lcrow that tr 'ebruary L4tfr, besides being Valenti lef s Dayr is
the anniversanr of 0regontl adrniision to the tT::ion in 1859'-  

The eor lector of  Uni ted.  States postaS, history is
fami l iar  rv i th eertain dates,  too.  July Ist ,  1847, is the d-ate on
wnicfr our 184? series was supposed to have'been put on sal-e ( a
fortr.rne arvaits the collector in;ho finds a cover frorn that clate ; none
a r e l m o l ' n r ) . A n o r d i n a r y c o v e r f r o m C h a r l e s t o n r ^ S o u t h C a r o l i n a t w i t h
a s ingle oi  Sgott  l lZe does indeed catalogue at  Bel_- iuPt " t_ l l t "
catal6gue sayi - "rta if one finds one dated, la{r Deeember. 15th, 1860t
he wouLd hav6 diff ieuLty getting even half-catalognre for it, unless
there lv,,rre something ab6ui it so unusuaL that the tt plus interest rt

vroulcl merit a highei priee. But if that sarne cover wel.e Pgstmarked'
December 20th, fBAO, its value rryoulcl be so far above the 80d - and
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the nurnber of  peonle seeking to buy i t  vrould be so mueh Iarf ,er  -  that
i t  t ' loulc l  becone a-real  t t  Eem tr  in any col ' leet ion.  The reagon 3 on \_
December z} th,  ?860, South Carol ina sececled. f rom the Union. iJ] :at  one
vrouli l ha.ve therefore ', 'rould be the use of a. Llnited States stamp in a
non usA terr i to" t 'o"r" f ry,  

a rrno'r ledge of  dates is the lcey to
col lect ing posta. l  h istory r ' r ise1y, ef f ic ient ly,  reasonably ani l
p leasart t ly .  Even though col lectors are sornet imes inel- ined to th ink
that professional phila.telists lcror'; everything, this is far frorn
true. Tod.ay espeeia1ly,  many prof  essionals are woeful ly ignorant
of  anything phi latel ic before 1930. I t  is  much too easy to ord.er new
issuesr  to  supp ly  F i rs t  D4y  Covers ,  o r  to  impor t  a  quar r i t y  o f  se ts .
A generation 48or i lealers vlere students, arrd did spend. as much tirne
as possible learning about the connod. i ty vrhich they sol t l .  Today,
fev;  take the trouble.

S tor ies  to ld  b l r  co l lee tors  and d .ea le rs  too  -  o f
finds made from philatelic sources are not unusuaL. At the ASDA
Shor" ' in l {e lv York,  a_Chicago col lector paid $10.00 for a cover bear ing
a uS /!Zq ( tne Ifr lB57 ) iddressed. to Canada ancl postmarkecl
0gdensburghr I ' Iel 'r York. The stamp is a conlnon one, and the priee tras
fair. But the seLler did not lcnov'r that the eover ! ' Ias an exarnple of a
'f cross St lav'trence River rate rf vshich is lcnov,rn to have existecl, but
of vlhieh no exarople had ever been found. Before the d.ay r, ' ;as out, a
Canad.ian specialist v,rho had been loolcing for sueh a cover for 20
years had heard of it and st"'a.Dped a magnificent 106 IB47 eover
(  r ' ror th at  least  $1500.00 )  for  i t .  This is the type of  hrovr led.ge
vrhich pays dividends.

l lost  nel  issue dealers today can quote the faee
value of the l-a.test f ish set from East lasagna' They lorow the offieial
and unoffieial rate for the laotian " kip t ' , and they ]erow l 'rhy the
V/ - ai:maif, from Verrninland. is the key-vaiue to the set. But rvhen
they get a choice bi t  of  postal  h istory -  and i t  hanpens not
infrecluent ly -  they are lost  to i ts value. The inforrneC eol lector
has ar l  the advantages. (  to le cont inued )
T0 ONE AND AIL - THE FOLI0ITI}TG IS Tiiri S{ECtnMfS T{ISHES I'0R THE
FESTM SEASOI{ ; ADD ?ETrR II{ES0N, COILII{S tsAUGIlD, IdARIlllN nILIRP}ry
AliD CIAUDE IIICI{:IUD T0 Ti-13 LIST.
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