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Before the age of air travel, when people traveled by sea, mail could be posted on 
board ship, and usually stamped Paquebot. Nowadays Paquebot covers are similar 
to First Day Covers, and mainly philatelic items. At the 1891 Vienna conference the 
Un iversa l  Posta l  Un ion 
established regulations for mail 
posted on the high seas. The 
mail was generally held by the 
ship’s purser or postal officer, 
who at the next port would 
deliver all the mail received 
during the voyage to the post 
office serving the port. The mail 
was then marked Paquebot, or 
given other suitable marking, 
and put into the mainstream 
mail. Under the UPU regulations 
the mail should have stamps of 
the country of registration of the 
ship, and comply with the 
corresponding postal rates. If the 
vessel was in port, the postage 
must be paid with stamps of the 
country where the vessel was 
located. Stamps from the vessel’s 
last port of call were usually also 
accepted. 

The cover shown was written on 
15/9/38 and was mailed in 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, on the 
same day, hence the Sierra Leone 
2d stamp, presumably covering 
the preferential Empire rate. The 
cover, which has a boxed stamp 
POSTED ON STEAMER, is from 
the Elder Dempster Lines, which 
operated a service from Liverpool, 
England, to West Africa. The 
letter enclosed was written on 
board the R.M.S. ABA (see 
postcard on pg. 2). The writer, 
B.B., obviously did not know 
Miss Danby very well as there are 
two different spellings for Ann, 
Ann on the envelope and Anne in 
the letter. Christ Church is a 

Paquebot Cover by Michael Peach 
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Up and Coming  
  
Every Saturday 4pm Auction  
Seaside Book and Stamp 

March 9  Club Meeting 
“What I Collect” - Panel 
Members Stock 

March 13 Douglas J. Gray 
Open House Show, Dartmouth 

March 18 Friends of Philately 
Bloomfield Centre, Halifax 

CSDA Spring National April 9 -11 
QE Bldg., Exhibition Place, To-
ronto 

April 10 Douglas J. Gray 
Open House Show, Dartmouth 

April 13  Club Meeting 
“Buying & Selling on eBay” Panel 
Auction 

April 15 Friends of Philately 
Bloomfield Centre, Halifax 

RPSC Convention May 28 -30 
Windsor ON 

Novapex 2010 September 24 -26 
Dartmouth Sportsplex, Dartmouth 

Douglas J. Gray  
Philatelic Services  

CSDA - RSPC - BNAPS - APS 
 

Choice Canadian and  
British Commonwealth  

for the Serious Collector. 
 

Large Collections bought and sold. 
Estates appraised and liquidated. 

Complete line of supplies  
at discount prices. 

 

Phone: (902) 461-0528 
PO Box 24105 Micmac Blvd. 

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 
e-mail: DJGPS89@accesswave.ca 
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